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NEWS & DIRECTORY

Welcome to this latest issue of our Whitstable 
News & Directory magazine.

If you’ll forgive the cliché, time flies when you’re 
having fun and we’ve certainly continued to enjoy 
putting this title together. It’s been great to have 
feedback from some of you over possible ideas 
for content, along with regular updates on all the 
fundraising and charity events that help to make 
our communities so special.

With that in mind, be sure you read all about some 
of the fantastic events that are happening in our 
town this Summer. From carnivals, music festivals 
and summer fairs - there really is something for 
everyone this year.

We continue to actively support the many local 
photographers in Kent and always like to give the 
opportunity to feature stunning local photography 
on all our covers. To submit your photo for our next 
edition, please send your stunning photos over to:  
design@newsanddirectory.com. 

This issue’s stunning photo was submitted once 
again by the talented Debbie Rigden  - a huge 
thank you to Debbie! Check out her Facebook 
page @DeborahRigdenPhotography for more.

If you would like to feature in our next edition, 
whether its promoting your local business, exciting 
fundraisers or upcoming events, then please get in 
touch and we will do our best to accomodate you. 

See you all in the Autumn!

Ben Walton
Editor – News and directory  
publishing@newsanddirectory.com

Articles credit: 
Tom Hancock and Ian Robbins

The publisher does not accept any responsibility for the 
content of advertisements or contributed editorial in this 
magazine. No part this publication may be reproduced 
without written permission from the publisher. 
Produced by  
News and Directory, 
a subsidiary of  
Gemini Group London.

Find us on Facebook: 
@newsanddirectory
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Miss Kiddy and the Cads is the UK’s hottest 
vintage musical experience featuring 
Hollywood glamour, sensational music and 
extreme vintage decadence! 
Miss Kiddy and the Cads present a unique and 
extraordinary show for the most discerning and 
style conscious of audiences. Miss Kiddy turns 
back the clock on every performance to a time 
of style and sass.. expect all the best pop hits 
- from Bowie to Beyonce - with a vintage make 
over; swinging beats and toe-tapping finesse!
This Vintage Musical Sensation features a 
virtuosic 6 piece band including stunning tap 
dancer and launched in 2016 to a sold out crowd 
at The Pheasantry Club in London. Since then, 
Miss Kiddy and the Cads have been selling our 
shows around the UK as well as being a huge 
hit at the Summer festivals including Henley 
Music Festival, Goodwood Revival, Bestival and 
Dreamland, Margate.

Set in a downtown jazz club in 1945 the show 
introduces the delectable Chicage broad 
Miss Kiddy in all her pin up starlet gory backed 
by her infamous Cads.. a notorious ensemble 
formed of the most wanted, the most shady 
characters on the music scene.
The audience is taken on a musical journey 
through the life of Miss Kiddy set to a vintage 
soundtrack of contemporary classics... a great 
guessing game in itself! As the story unfolds, 
the individual ‘mafiosa’ characters of the fiendish 
Cads come to life and the audience warms to 
this unexpected ‘family’ of jazz rebels.
Show stopping vocals, sensational band, 
stunning costumes, spectacular tap dancing, 
and the decadence of 1940’s Hollywood 
all wrapped up in sophisticated Music Hall 
style revue.

Miss Kiddy and the Cads - Kent’s very own vintage 
jazz extravaganza - performs the finale show of 
the Herne Bay Pier ‘Late and Live’ festival on 
Saturday 31st August from 8pm to 10pm.
For more information, go to late and live sessions 
Facebook or visit www.lateandlivesessions.com. 
For ticket informtion visit www.misskiddy.com.
“If you like 1940’s Hollywood mixed with Bowie and 
Beyonce… try Miss Kiddy for size” The Metro

Miss Kiddy and the Cads
How did Miss Kiddy & the Cads get together?
Miss Kiddy and the Cads is the brain child of husband 
and wife team Abi and Ross (‘Miss Kiddy’ and ‘The 
Boss’ on piano) who moved to Whitstable in 2014 
(and are also known for leading the Kent Soul Choirs 
in Whitstable and Canterbury), the rest of the band are 
old friends and colleagues who we have been playing 
with for many years in various different bands and on 
various different projects from making TV theme tunes 
together (Do You Know? on CBeebies) to playing in 
Caro Emeralds band. 

What inspires your performances?
Our inspiration is definitely to give the audience a really 
good time and to play a guessing game of ‘name the 
song’ as we turn well known tunes on their head in our 
own vintage style. We also love creating a very special 
atmosphere at our performances - one that evokes the 
thrill and glamour of the 1940’s so that everyone leaves 
feeling like they’ve had a unique moment back in time 
but with a distinctly modern twist!

Anyone you would like to collaborate with?
We would love to collaborate with a big old swing 
band - like the Guy Barker Jazz Orchestra, and play 
on Friday Night is Music Night on Radio 2? that would 
be awesome! Our music would work so well in the 
context of a big band it would sound incredible! We 
would also love to work with some theatre greats and 
incorporate them into the show as guest characters - 
Barbara Windsor would be amazing as the ‘mob mama’ 
wouldn’t she?! and an amazing gent to play Miss 
Kiddy’s love interest - can I suggest Hugh Jackman? he 
can sing too so would be perfect! 

Tell us about your gigs in Kent
We were thrilled to perform on Dreamland, Margate’s 
main stage as part of the Camp Bestival Easter Sunday 
party and to see so many of our Kent supporters there. 
We have performed previously in the Strode Park 
summer series and at the Whitstable Oyster Festival, 
and also on BBC Radio Kent so we’re really excited to 
be closing this years Late and live festival on Herne Bay 
Pier on 31st August. It will be a great night with food 
stalls and bars and a lot of vintage dressing up and fun 
we hope!
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NEWS AND DIRECTORY

Tree surgeons plant, maintain and 
perform hazard assessments on trees. 
They prune or cut down trees where 
necessary. It can be a dangerous job, 
involving the use of power tools, a 
lot of climbing and working at height. 
Yet surprisingly anyone can call 
themselves a tree surgeon!
So, it’s up to you to research the company or 
individual carefully before hiring them.

What qualifications should you look for?
The National Proficiency Tests Council (NPTC) 
is part of the City & Guilds group and is the 
governing body which issues certificates of 
competence for tree surgeons. As a minimum, 
any tree surgeon you hire should hold the 
following certificates:
CS30 – Maintenance of the chainsaw, on site 
preparation and basic cross cutting.
CS31 – Fell and process small trees.
CS38 – Climb a tree and perform aerial rescue
CS39 – Use of a chainsaw from a rope  
             and harness.

First Aid at Work 
You should ask if the tree surgeon works to 
British Standards and see if he or she can name 
the relevant ones. The two main British standards 
for tree work are:
British Standard 3998:  
2010 Tree work. Recommendations
British Standard 5837:  
2012 Trees in relation to design, 
demolition and construction 
– Recommendations

It’s also worth asking whether they have any 
other qualifications - like a relevant degree, 
additional NPTC certification, or whether they are 
a member of the Arboricultural Association (AA), 
the Tree Care Industry Association (TCIA) or the 
Royal Forestry Society?
The difference between an arborist and a tree 
surgeon is education. 
The International Society of Arboriculture has 
developed a certification program and testing 
that gives the individual the distinction of being 
called a Certified Arborist. The responsibility of 
being a Certified Arborist means maintaining 
the educational credits every year. These are 
highly skilled and qualified individuals who care 
about trees.
Any contractor should provide you with a free 
quotation, in writing. This should break down 
exactly what’s included in the price. For example, 
does the final price for the job include the hire of 
any equipment, stump grinding, taxes, and the 
clearance and disposal of waste?
They will also be able to demonstrate a thorough 
understanding of how the law applies to their job. 
Take a look at the equipment your chosen tree 
surgeon brings with him to the job - and how 
he uses it. In particular: Any worker should be 
wearing the right personal protective equipment. 
This should typically include a helmet with visor 
and ear protection, chainsaw boots and chainsaw 
trousers. Anyone working up in a tree should be 
wearing - and using - a harness and a rope.
Follow our tips and any contractor you employ 
should do a tree-mendous job.

Hiring a Tree Surgeon
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CALL NOW 0800 0742 721	sbiproductsltd.co.uk	

 
SBI	supply	and	install	quality	awnings	with	remote	control	operation,	
wind	sensor,	lighting	and	heating	for	your	patio.	SBI	service,	repair,	
recover	and	clean	existing	awnings.	Call	today	for	more	information.	

25%
	OFF	

ü Add	stylish	sail	blinds	
ü Reduce	hot	spots	
ü Don’t	loose	the	light	
ü Made	to	measure		
ü Any	colours	are	available	
ü Machine	washable	material	
ü 5	year	warranty	
ü Dappled	light	through	gaps	
ü Reflects	72%	of	the	sun’s	

heat	and	transmits	over	
20%	of	natural	light	

Whitstable and Herne Bay Lions
Mammoth Boot Fairs
Each year Whitstable and Herne Bay 
Lions boost their fundraising with their 
Mammoth Boot Fairs on the large field in 
Church Street, Whitstable, CT5 1PG. 
They are held on the last weekends of May, 
June, July, August and September.  
Why not join the fun, find the bargains and 
enjoy the hot food and drinks too?
The Boot Fairs are run by the Lions and all 
funds raised will benefit the people in need 
supported by them. For anyone wishing to 
participate, the charge for cars is £10 per 
day, £15 for vans and cars with trailers. 
Traders from 6.30am, trading from 7.30 a.m. 
Car parking is £1 for the day, cheaper than 
most parking in Whitstable and goes to 
local good causes! 
Further details can be found on the Lions 
website, www.whitstablelionsclub.org or 
call Geoff on 01227 792032
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Local Events

THE 80S NIGHT (SUMMER EDITION)  
ST. MARYS HALL, OXFORD STREET  
Friday 5th July, 7:30pm – 11pm
The 80’s Night bandwagon is returning to 
Whitstable this Summer. The Umbrella Centre 
will be transformed for an awesome night, 
paying tribute to the decade taste forgot! A cash 
bar will be available on the night, serving wine, 
beer, fizz, mixers and non-alcholic drinks. 
To book visit: www.eventbrite.co.uk

VIVA LAS VEGANS  
POTATO TOMATO, OXFORD STREET 
Thursday 18th July, 7pm
Bringing you an evening of amazing stand-up 
comedy plus delicious vegan food made by 
Whitstable’s Potato Tomato. The comedians 
for this event are the legendary Jamie D’souza, 
Chelsea Birkby and Adele Cliff. It’s a night of raw 
jokes, great punchlines and innovative stories 
alongside Potato Tomato’s most popular dishes.
www.potatotomato.co.uk

THE LOTTIE PROJECT  
PLAYHOUSE THEATRE, WHITSTABLE  
Saturday 20th July 2019 – Sunday 21st July
This is a thought provoking, witty journey 
through the eyes of a child coping with life 
changes. Adapted by Vicky Ireland from the 
award winning novel by Jacqueline Wilson, this 
play is suitable for children around 7 years and 
up, and adults alike.
To book tickets visit: www.ticketsource.co.uk

THE ONE & ONLY RAT PACK SHOW  
PLAYHOUSE THEATRE, WHITSTABLE   
Saturday 27th July, 7:45pm
Darren Charles, a trained actor and dancer uses 
these qualities to re create an incredible tribute 
to Sammy Davis Jnr. Darren has also appeared 
in the West End’s Rat Pack Show on numerous 
occasions. The show is fully supported by a 
fabulous six piece swing band under the musical 
direction of the very talented Mr. Toby Cruse.
Tickets online at: www.ticketsource.co.uk

WHITSTABLE OYSTER FESTIVAL  
WHITSTABLE HARBOUR  
Saturday 27th – 29th July
The Whitstable Oyster Festival is a wonderful 
summertime communtiy celebration. Join in for 
a weekend that celebrates an age-old tradition 
that dates back to the Norman times in true 
Whitstable fashion.
Check out the Facebook page for more 
information about this event.

SUMMER FAIR & FUN DOG SHOW  
WHITSTABLE CASTLE  
Monday 26th August, 10am – 5pm 
Come over to the traditional Summer Fair in the 
beautiful gardens of Whitstable Castle.
We will have a selection of craft, gift and food 
stalls, facepainting, live music, BBQ, & fun dog 
show to entertain you.
 Hope to see you all there!
www.whitstablecastle.co.uk

WHITSTABLE CARNIVAL  
FROM PIER AVENUE & NORTHWOOD ROAD  
Saturday 3rd August from 5:30pm – 7:30pm
Join in some carnival fun this summer! Passing 
through Tankerton Circus at 5:40, Tower Parade 
at 5:50, The Duke of Cumberland at 6:10 and the 
East Kent at 6:30. Of course these times are only 
approximate. You should be at your vantage point 
early to get a good view. Please don’t let children 
run into the road as the procession passes.
www.facebook.com/WhitstableCarnival2019

ED BYRNE: IF I’M HONEST  
UNIVERSITY OF KENT, CANTERBURY  
17th September, 8pm – 10pm
oin Ed as he takes a long hard look at himself 
and tries to decide if he has ANY traits that 
are worth passing on to his children. Ed Byrne 
presents his brand-new masterclass in 
observational comedy hot on the heels of his 
17/18 Touring hit, Spoiler Alert! A TV household 
name, in the past year Ed has appeared on 
Live At The Apollo (Host, BBC), Mock The Week 
(BBC), The Pilgrimage (BBC), Top Gear (BBC) 
and QI (BBC). www.thegulbenkian.co.uk

Tell us about your local event
email publishing@newsanddirectory.com
or call 01304 774015

Get YOUR EVENT featured in our NEXT EDITION!
Whether it is corporate, community or charitable... email info@newsanddirectory.com
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Do you have lots of household DIY 
tasks mounting up? Are you starting to 
feel a little overwhelmed? 
Hire a handyman!
A good handyman will have right tools, and 
know-how to get the job done efficiently. 
Hiring someone who knows what they 
are doing will eliminate a lot of stress. 
Also, they will almost certainly save you 
money, especially if you would have to buy 
the right tools before you start or make a 
mistake which has to be put right!
When hiring:
Be Specific
Give an idea of the scale and scope of the 
job or jobs. For example, 'Rehang garden 
gate, repaint gate and 17 metres of 2m high 
garden fence.' Measurement are important as 
it gives idea of the scope of the task.

Send photos if you can  
In the example above send photos of the 
gate and the fence. A picture will save a lot 
of words and help the handyman provide an 
accurate quotation.

Remember cheapest isn't necessarily 
the best. 
Check an online price guide. There is lots of 
guidance available, but you should definitely 
bear in mind the total hours required. 

The handyman should be insured and have 
his own tools. 
Check all insurance documents carefully.  

Take your time, be pleasant and ask 
questions. 
Get a quote in writing to make sure you know 
exactly what you're getting. 

Then sit back and relax while someone else 
takes care of your household jobs!

Hire a Handyman!  
Or handywoman!
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We’re very fortunate to have so many local 
makers and small businesses in the area. 
In an era of mass production, N&D asked 
Herne Bay resident Sophie McIntyre to tell us 
about her eco-friendly cosmetics venture.
My name is Sophie and I am the creator of the 
Oxenden Soaphouse.
I make natural soaps with plant based butters 
and oils in the traditional cold process method 
with 100% cruelty-free, vegan ingredients and 
certified Orangutan friendly sustainable palm oil.
Each bar of our soap is lovingly handcrafted 
in small batches in my studio in Herne Bay. 
I only use ingredients sourced from reputable, 
responsible suppliers and as well as having 
all my soaps assessed and tested to meet EU 
cosmetic safety standards, I also test samples of 
all the products personally before they become 
available for purchase.
To be labelled natural, products must contain 
67% natural ingredients. My soaps are at least 
97% natural, and always will be.
My 100% plant-derived soap base consists of 
extra virgin olive oil, coconut oil, sustainable 
palm oil, sunflower oil and cocoa butter. I only 
use skin safe fragrances and natural dyes,  
micas and activated charcoal colourants. 
All of my soaps are preservative free. 

Oxenden Soaphouse

My palm oil is Orangutan friendly as it does 
not come from Borneo. It is sourced from 
a responsible supplier that is committed to 
zero deforestation.
I have always been a cosmetic product addict. 
As a child I used to create lotions and potions 
in the garden filling jars with water and adding 
crushed leaves and petals. In my teens I would 
regularly be found mashing up bananas and 
oatmeal for homemade face masks and pouring 
whisked egg or beer into my hair.
In my twenties I fell into the trap of purchasing 
cosmetic products for convenience, focusing 
on results, with no real thought towards the 
ingredients though still trying to purchase 
“natural, ethical, responsible” products 
where possible.
Now in my 30’s and having researched some 
ingredients in my go to products, I was horrified 
to discover what I was putting on my face every 
single day.
With changing global awareness of our impact 
on the planet, having made the transition from 
meat eater to vegetarian in 2016 and then to 
vegan in 2017, I have developed a very different 
outlook about what I put in my body and on my 
skin and hair and also what effect my consumer 
habits have on the planet.

Reducing my own waste and contribution to 
climate decline is something I strive to be better 
at. I want to produce my products, safe in the 
knowledge that animals are safe in their habitat, 
communities are supported, wildlife is protected 
and nurtured as we harvest what we need from 
around them in a safe and responsible manner 
and that in some small way, I am contributing to 
a more sustainable way of producing products 
that are better for the planet. 
You can read more about my soap or place 
an order at www.oxendensoaphouse.co.uk 
or get in touch on Facebook or Instagram  
@oxendensoaphouse
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As one of the oldest and largest sailing clubs 
in England, Whitstable Yacht Club (WYC) 
offers exceptional opportunities for sailing 
and windsurfing for all ages and abilities.  
Whether you’re a complete beginner or a 
competitive racer, WYC offers something 
for everyone including non sailing members 
who can enjoy the club’s licensed bar, social 
events and fabulous sunsets from the deck. 
Our sailing season runs from March to 
December, with more than 170 events 
throughout the year, racing most weekends 
and special events like Whitstable Week, open 
meetings  and the legendary long distance 
Forts Race. WYC also hosts major national 
championships and for those who prefer a more 
leisurely sail there are day cruises too.  
WYC has been at the heart of the community 
and Whitstable’s marine heritage for more than 
a century and is an active social centre for 
members, RNLI volunteers, visiting sailors and 
the University of Kent Sailing and Windsurfing 
club. WYC was also among the first sailing 
clubs to make provision for windsurfing as can 
be seen when the wind is up and the tide is out 
and our intrepid windsurfers have the bay to 
themselves!
The club has a growing cadet membership and 
active sailors from pre-teens to those in their 
80’s. The boats are equally varied from hi-tec 
foiling moths and catamarans to competitive 
fleets of Lasers, Merlins and Tasars through 
to the more leisurely but still competitive  
Wanderers.. WYC’s training school has a fleet of 
boats for adults and children to learn on and a 
team of experienced and friendly instructors. 
The club is a Royal Yachting Association (RYA) 
Recognised Training Centre (RTC) and all of the 
club’s sailing events are organised and run by 
volunteer members, including the safety boat 
teams and the sailing school. WYC can provide 
courses for members of other affiliated RYA 
sailing clubs as well as to people who want to 
try sailing for the first time or learn how to sail. 
Training is open to anyone of any age who can 
enjoy temporary WYC membership for a small 
charge. The club’s training programme includes 
scheduled evening sessions for adult improvers 
and 29 (weekly) sessions for cadets. 

Whitstable Yacht Club

As well as scheduled adult weekend courses we 
are happy to arrange training packages to meet 
demand at other times.  
We are passionate about our club, sailing 
and racing and offer a warm and friendly 
welcome to anyone who wants to join us.  
By far the largest category of the club’s 
membership and subscription income comes 
from the combined Sailing and Social FAMILY 
categories and tells us, above all, that WYC is 
a sailing club with a family feel.
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Bubble2Bay was started on 25th January 
2018, as a result of five people coming 
together in September 2017 who were 
missing their cats. They got together to 
produce 3500 leaflets, and they now have 
3 of the 5 cats missing accounted for; 
two home and sadly one deceased but the 
owner had closure as to the whereabouts 
of their beloved family member.
Following discussions with a Facebook page run 
by one individual for the area, we merged to start 
the group Bubble2Bay.
The results have been phenomenal with nearly 
800 members at present who share posts to 
help families get their loved ones home wherever 
possible. The group is run completely by 
volunteers that give up their time. Since starting 
this group. Bubble2Bay have had an incredible 
amount of help from those already experienced 
along with local vets, and are currently building 
good relations with the new dog warden that 
covers our area from Canterbury.
Not only has the group been able to help 
owners with searches for dogs, which always 
calls for a quick response, we have been able 
to help our areas 7 small animal charities with 
donations after the Christmas period.  
Along with checks for microchips in cats to 
reunite them with their owners. Sadly, not 
always a happy ending, but knowing helps bring 
closure rather than never knowing what has 
happened to your much loved pet.
As a result of the groups growth we have had to 
make a separate group; For The Love of Animals 
Bubble2Bay, to cover posting useful information, 
missing/stolen or found animals from outside our 
postcode areas.
We also have a small group keeping an eye on a 
community stray which is also working really well 
in ensuring he is fed watered and cared for.
Our other priority, other than posting pictures and 
details, is to advise on what to do

Herne Bay & Whistable Missing. 
Injured, Stolen & Found Animals

If you are thinking of feeding a cat that has 
just appeared, please DO NOT feed. 
If friendly you can take it to your local vet or 
contact us on Facebook to come and offer 
advice or scan it for you to check for a microchip 
or we can try and catch it to get it scanned as 
the cat could have been missing from home 
for a while. It could also be a cheeky puss who 
wants an extra meal, or is on a special diet. If you 
are on Facebook you can join our group, post a 
picture, stating what area you are and how long 
the cat has been around for... It may be an owner 
that has been searching for months.
If you find a dog it is a legal requirement to 
notify the Dog Warden. 
However if you take it to the nearest vets they can 
check for a microchip and contact the owners 
and the Dog Warden. Local Vets and the Dog 
Warden are key to helping us achieve this and 
we cannot thank them enough for their support. 
If you own an animal that is microchipped please 
make sure the chip is registered to you and has 
the correct contact number and address. It is a 
legal requirement to have a Dog microchipped 
and good practice with cats.

Search Bubble2Bay on Facebook 
to find both groups. Covering CT5 
and CT6 postcode areas.
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